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St. Mildred’s Women Advancing Technology, also known as “SWAT”, is an all
girls robotics team from St. Mildred’s-Lightbourn School (SMLS) in Oakville, Ontario.
Dressed in our signature kilts, we have been actively involved in FIRST for fifteen
years. Our “rookie” season was in 2002. Our team is comprised of girls who are
passionate about engineering and robotics, as well as the advancement of women in
STEM (science, technology, engineering and math). Our team continues to compete
and work hard to set an example for other young
women.
SWAT has been making great strides in the
program and has qualified for world championships
for the past 6 years. In just the past two years we
were awarded with the Chairman’s award thrice, as
well as three Dean’s List awards, and a Woodie
Flowers Award, some of the most prestigious
awards offered within the FIRST Program. In 2015,
SWAT completed our most successful season. At the
Greater Toronto Central Region, we won the Kleiner Perkins Caufield &
Byers Entrepreneurship Award and the Regional Engineering Inspiration Award.
One of our Captains, Emily Ambrosie, was also named a Dean’s List Finalist. At the
Windsor-Essex Great Lakes Regional, SWAT won the prestigious Chairman’s Award,
qualifying the team for championships at St. Louis. To complete our 2015 season we
were awarded the Engineering Inspiration Award at World championships
becoming the first all-girls and Canadian to achieve this recognition at FIRST World
championships. With this achievement we prequalified for FIRST 2016 World
Championships. This past season we won two Entrepreneurship Awards at both our
regional competitions, and SWAT’s very own Vicky Wang was named a Dean’s List
Finalist.

Outreach is a big part of FIRST’s ethos and culture in which we take pride in
adopting. You can often find us showcasing our robot to the community during our
off season or spreading the word of FIRST internationally. For the past 13 years,
SWAT girls have embodied the visions presented by FIRST by proudly embracing
the role of a ‘Girl With Wrench’. Girls With Wrenches share their passion for STEM
in their school, local, and global communities. SWAT’s main focus has been to reach
out to various women and minority groups that wouldn’t otherwise be exposed to
STEM. SWAT achieved this goal by visiting numerous schools such as E.C. Drury
School For the Deaf, W. Ross McDonald School For the Blind, and Trillium School For
Learning Disabilities.
To further spread the message of FIRST, SWAT has
also participated in many festivals in the Greater
Toronto Area. Some of these events include: Big on
Bloor, Oakville Jazz Festival, Port Credit Buskerfest,
Robots Rule Weekend and Midnight Madness.
SWAT has also worked with numerous children’s
camps, including Canadian Association for Girls in
Science, SAGA Camp, and SMiLeS Camp. The Girls
with Wrenches also work closely with FIRST
Canada to strengthen the presence of all FIRST
programs in their community, including FLL Junior,
FLL, and FRC and place a large focus and importance on encouraging girls from a
young age to join FIRST based activities. We have witnessed the effects of our team
in inspiring girls in engineering first hand as 100% of our 2014 and 2015 graduating
team members pursued further education in STEM based fields at universities such
as California Institute of Technology, Imperial College of London, The University of
Waterloo and Cornell University.
SWAT reaches out to schools globally, in order to
eventually establish FIRST teams with them. SWAT girls
have brought their passion for STEM on exchanges in
various countries such as Australia, Colombia, Scotland,
Chile, Sweden, and China. On average each build season
SWAT hosts 3 to 5 exchange students, who are able to
get involved for the duration of their stay. As a result of
having built lasting connections with schools around
the world, this season SWAT has been successful in
starting FRC team 5449 in Beijing, China. In total, SWAT has been able to connect
with people from 28 countries in 6 continents. SWAT girls have truly been able to
spread their passion far beyond the borders of Canada.

For Inspiration and Recognition of
Science and Technology (FIRST) is a non-profit
organization that promotes science and
technology by running robotics programs. FIRST
has programs for each stage of school
development. FIRST promotes students working
side by side with real life engineers and
scientists. FIRST doesn’t only teach you how to
build robots, but rather prepares you for life
after high school and beyond.
Many people have preconceived notions; influenced by mediums like TV and
movies, many think that high school robotics is a “robot wars” competition. FIRST
robots are built to accomplish tasks in a game that simulates real life situations. The
term “gracious professionalism” shapes much of what the competitions are like and
is the philosophical core of FIRST.
FIRST is all about inspiring students of all ages with science. Every year,
around the world, thousands of lives are changed because of FIRST. Many young
adults are realizing their potential because of FIRST. FIRST has four programs
targeted at different age groups among them is the FIRST Robotics Competition
(FRC) program.
Mission Statement: "To transform our culture by creating a world where
science and technology are celebrated and where young people dream of
becoming science and technology heroes." -Dean Kamen, Founder
FRC: The FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC)
is a high-school age aimed program offered by
FIRST. Students in a team build and program a
unique robot, in a high-intensity six-week build
period, to play a ‘game’. The robots are built with a
common set of kit parts and weigh up to 120 lbs.
and up to 6 ft. tall.

Sponsoring out team is ultimately encouraging women in science. It costs
approximately $80 000 to run our FIRST robotics team. Without sponsors it is
nearly impossible to run a team. St Mildred’s-Lightbourn School does not have a
shop to machine necessary parts for our robot, which means that we need to pay
many additional charges to have custom parts made. We are not given a budget
from our school and must get all our funds from sponsors.
Depending on which level of
sponsorship your donation meets (see
Sponsorship Overview page) you will
receive varying amounts of media
exposure.
All teams, including mentors,
parents, and teachers, online viewers, and
spectators will be exposed to your
company
name
and/
or
logo.
Approximately 2000 people attend the
Greater Toronto Regional event and 35
000 at the St. Louis Championships (these
events are also popular web casts). We
strive for coverage on the Toronto area
news and were featured on TVO kids this year. In the recent past we have also been
in the Oakville Beaver, CTV news, Owl magazine and Discovery TV.
Your sponsorship will take us to the next level. We hope you will
consider sponsoring our robotics team, SWAT 771.
What is my donation contributing to?
•

$6000 covers registration costs, the kit of parts and a regional competition

•

An additional $4000 enables us to compete
in one additional regional event

•

$5000 will cover the costs of registration
FIRST Championship in St. Louis

*Additional donations cover additional building
materials, materials and funding for outreach
initiatives and travel costs for the team

Corporate Sponsorship Overview

$10,000+

PLATINUM
ü Corporate name included in team name
ü Corporate name/logo listed on robot
ü Corporate name recognized
ü Enlarged corporate name/logo listed on related publication materials, team
uniform, website, and banner
ü Team Shirt
ü Invitation to demonstration of final product, prior to competition
ü Prominent recognition in press releases
ü Regular updates regarding competition progress
ü Invitation to SMLS VIP thank you reception
ü Business receipt for full value of sponsorship

$5000

GOLD
ü Corporate name/logo listed on robot
ü Corporate name recognized
ü Enlarged corporate name/logo listed on related publication materials, team
uniform, website, and banner
ü Team Shirt
ü Invitation to demonstration of final product, prior to competition
ü Prominent recognition in press releases
ü Regular updates regarding competition progress
ü Invitation to SMLS VIP thank you reception
ü Business receipt for full value of sponsorship

$2500

SILVER
ü Invitation to demonstration of final product, prior to competition
ü Recognition in press releases
ü Corporate name/logo listed on related publication materials, team uniform,
website, and banner
ü Regular updates regarding competition progress
ü Invitation to SMLS VIP thank you reception
ü Business receipt for full value of sponsorship

$1000

Total Anticipated Budget for 2016/7: $80,000

BRONZE
ü Corporate name/logo listed on related publication materials, team uniform,
website, and banner
ü Regular updates regarding competition progress
ü Invitation to SMLS VIP thank you reception
ü Business receipt for full value of sponsorship
*Non-financial support will be included under the Bronze level

